
CRITERIA DOES NOT MEET 
STANDARD

PARTIALLY MEETS 
STANDARD

MEETS STANDARD

Shows new learning: 
Develops an idea or 
discovery that 
effectively addresses 
an essential 
question.

Learning or discovery is 
incomplete, obscured, or 
fails to effectively address 
the essential question
AND
reference to research is 
inadequate to explain, 
support, and expand on the 
idea.

Learning or discovery is 
incomplete, obscured, or fails to 
effectively address the essential 
question.
OR
reference to research is 
inadequate to explain, support, 
and expand on the idea

Presents a significant idea or discovery 
(alternate terms: a substantial thesis, 
project, piece of work).

Idea is explained, supported, and 
expanded with reference to research AND 
exploration of three or more sources.

Shows evidence of 
the discovery 
process

Presenter shows little to no 
evidence of planning, 
strategic thinking, problems 
solving, and decision 
making.

Presenter weakly or 
inconsistently refers to ways 
that the outcome is a reflection 
of planning, strategic thinking, 
problem solving, and decision 
making.

Presenter consistently refers to ways that 
the outcome is a reflection of planning, 
strategic thinking, problem solving, and 
decision making.

Engages in critical 
reflection

Does not address questions 
What? So what? and Now 
what?

Addresses questions What? So 
what? Now what? but may be 
vague or inadequate in one or 
more area.

Adequately addresses all questions:
What: (What did I already know and what 
have I learned?)
So What: (Why is this learning important 
to me or others?)
Now What: (What can I do with this new 
learning?)

Communicates 
effectively

Not prepared or organized. 
Ineffective or no audio/
visual aid. Unable to answer 
questions.
Clear lack of understanding 
of standard English 
conventions.

Disorganized preparation. 
Answers few questions or 
answers are unclear. Use of 
visual aid may be sporadic.
Many errors in standard English 
conventions.

Prepared, organized, and clear 
presentation. 
Student is able to respond knowledgeably 
to questions. 
Purposeful audio/visual aid effectively 
supports the presentation.
Audio/visual aid has few errors in 
standard English conventions.
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